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Session 1 - 1:00pm-1:30pm: 
Connecting for a Cause with SeaWorld’s myActions – Samantha Dempsey, Kaleigh Rings, and Ryan 
Sobel, SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Youth Advisory Council (30 minutes) 
Every action you take makes a difference. Through this engaging session you will learn ways to utilize 
the SeaWorld myActions platform to share the daily actions you take to protect the ocean. You will also 
learn about global conservation issues and ways to connect to a community of young people who are 
passionate about conservation – all while tracking the collective impact of your conservation actions. 
The SeaWorld myActions platform is an innovative social networking style site and app offering the 
opportunity to share your daily actions to protect the ocean and environment, while inspiring and 
challenging your friends and family to do the same. Through this platform, you are able to share your 
daily conservation actions. From simple steps like recycling and saving energy, to leadership roles 
organizing community cleanups and educational events, myActions helps track how your impact adds up 
over time and allows you to interact with young conservation leaders across the country.  
 
Through this interactive workshop, you will have the opportunity to explore the SeaWorld myActions 
site, learning about the opportunities it offers to highlight your conservation efforts. You will be 
introduced to students from across the country who are taking action to protect the ocean in their 
communities, and highlighting this work through the SeaWorld myActions platform. Additionally, you 
will have the opportunity to try out the SeaWorld myActions platform on your personal device. Finally, 
you will learn about the SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund, and ways you can learn about 
global conservation efforts through the SeaWorld myActions platform. 
 
Defeat the Nurdles – Save the Turtles! – Susan Hassett, Lee County Schools (30 minutes) 
Marine debris/plastic in the ocean is the focus of this workshop session. Through this workshop, youth 
advocates will be presented as powerful agents for change. Their creativity, energy and social media 
expertise empower them with the ability to raise awareness and motivate conservation among their 
peers. In this session, participants will be asked to work in small groups to come up with a tweet, 
Instagram or other concise, creative message of their choice, and elaborate on why they chose a 
particular platform.  Participants will then share their message and reasoning. The presenter’s daughters 
will help teach this workshop as they have helped with this project for ten years and have taken part in 
original skit/puppet shows which convey conservation messages used in public performances.  The key 
to success in raising public awareness about the problem of marine debris, through participation in this 
workshop, is to allow for creativity and student voice. During the first 20 minutes of this workshop, 
participants will be shown examples of commercials made by 4th graders, a clip of the puppet show, and 



a clip of our Emmy winning TV show. They will then be put them to work on their own expression of 
STOP THE NURDLES>SAVE THE TURTLES! (Our 5th grader's campaign).  
 
Session 2 – 1:35pm-2:20pm: 
Sharks for Kids – Creating a New Generation of Shark Advocates – Leann Winn, Sharks4Kids (45 
minutes) 
The Sharks4Kids team brings together scientists, educators, conservationists and professional 
videographers to create a unique opportunity for the next generation. This session will invite students to 
become shark advocates through education, outreach and adventure. The audience will walk away with 
not only a better understanding of sharks, and a wealth of resources to bring back to their teachers and 
educators to aid in approaching the discussion of sharks with their class or group.  
 
Stone Crabs: From Florida's Gulf Coast to your Dinner Plate – Trey Broadhurst, Lone Star College (45 
minutes) 
This hands on workshop will be split into two parts - an introductory presentation highlighting the 
elements of the Stone Crab life cycle, followed by a hands on session allowing conference participants to 
learn more about this important species, and dive deeper into their life cycle, through an interactive 
board game.  
 
Session 3 – 2:25pm-3:10pm: 
Podcasts: Engaging Learners in Marine Education – Karen Clarke (45 minutes)  
Bringing the voices of youth and local community members into marine education supports the aims of 
environmental education as well as learner-centered pedagogies.  An increasingly popular way for youth 
to not only engage with natural resource managers but also readily share their knowledge of local 
environments is through podcasts.   
 
This hands-on workshop will guide participants through the collaborative production of 30-second 
podcasts about marine conservation heroes (human or non-human) they have encountered through 
their own experience.  Discussion will invite sharing experiences with and exploring roles of podcasts in 
marine education. Participants should bring their own ipads or laptops, but there will be a few hand-
held voice recorders available. 
 
Canvassing the Reef – Amy Heemsoth, Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation (45 minutes) 
Can’t make it to a coral reef? That’s okay. We will bring the reef to you! Join us for a hands-on session 
that integrates real life research techniques and data to your classroom/club/group using ‘reef on 
canvas,’ a custom-printed 1 meter x 10 meter reef photo. Moreover, discover coral reefs through 
specially produced videos. Throughout the world, coral reefs are rapidly declining due to anthropogenic 
(human induced) and natural threats. By studying coral reefs, scientists are able to better understand 
how to protect and manage these precious ecosystems. In order to get a complete picture of reef 
health, scientists must look at the entire coral reef ecosystem, rather than studying just one plant or 
animal. Scientists must observe not only what is present (animals, plants, etc.), but they must also 
understand the dynamics of that particular ecosystem. This includes studying relationships between 
organisms as well as organisms within their environment, including the ways humans interact with coral 
reefs. Join this workshop and become a scientist for a day by learning the ways scientists determine the 
health of a reef through this informative presentation.  
 
 
 



Session 4 - 3:10pm-4:00pm: 
Citizen Journalism – Gloria Li and Allie Toomey, EarthEcho International (45 minutes) 
Description TBA 
 
Addressing Plastic Pollution – Carter and Olivia Ries, One More Generation (45 minutes) 
Plastic pollution is now considered one of the largest, global environmental threats facing humans and 
animals alike but our school system has not yet caught up with the need to teach the next generation of 
leaders how to deal with the problem.  Our session will provide an in-depth look at the effects of marine 
debris/plastic pollution on our environment and will provide tangible solutions that can immediately be 
implemented, to allow students an opportunity to start being the solution to this problem. 
 
Session 5 – 4:00pm-4:45pm: 
Lionfish 101 - Denise Ratajczak, National Park Service and Sophia Melora, St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School Student (45 minutes) 
Red Lionfish are an invasive species whose introduction to our waters has been called one of the worst 
man-made environmental disasters in history. This presentation will reveal why they pose such a serious 
threat, the impacts they have on our ecosystem, how they affect the human population and what we 
can do to help solve the problem. 
  
   


